
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/714,774 


11/16/2000 


William S. Kerker 


9974/55 


5231 



757 7590 05/22/2007 

BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LI ONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, IL 60610 



EXAMINER 



WINTER, JOHN M 



ART UNIT 



3621 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



05/22/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Notice of Allowability 


Application No. 

09/714,774 


Applicant(s) 

KERKER ET AL. 


Examiner 

John M. Winter 


Art Unit 

3621 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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DETAILED ACTION 

An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jim Katz on February 22, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. 

A method for facilitating electronic commerce through a network, said network 
comprising at least one server computer capable of communicating with a browser system 
located at a remote client computer, said method comprising: 

(a) receiving from a user registered with a multi-level marketing system as a client, 
member or independent business owner ("IBO"\ by said at least one server computer from said 
brows e r syst e m , a first request for a first suggested order to be fulfilled, said first suggested order 
comprising identification of a first two or more suggested products or services of a plurality of 
products or services, said first suggested order also comprising a first suggested recurrence 
including product specific recurrences for said fulfillment of each of said first two or more 
suggested products or services and said first suggested order further comprising first suggested 
quantities for said fulfillment for each of said first two or more suggested products or services, 
wherein said product specific recurrence for a first of said first two or more suggested products 
or services is configurable via said browser system and may be different than said product 
specific recurrence for a second of said first two or more suggested products or services; 

(b) generating a first profile, by said at least one server computer, said first profile 
comprising a computer readable representation of said first suggested order; 

(c) modifying, by the at least one server computer, said first suggested quantities, 
said product specific recurrences, or combinations thereof, the modifying attempting to equalize, 
with respect to said first suggested order, a distribution of a total cost per recurrence, a 
distribution of a total quantity per recurrence, a distribution of cost for a selected one of said 
products or services per recurrence, a distribution of quantity for the selected one of said 
products or services per recurrence, a distribution of incentive compensation per recurrence, or 
combinations thereof ; and 

(d) causing, by said at least one server computer, said fulfillment of each of said first 
two or more suggested products or services to automatically recur one or more times according 
to said distribution, by signaling a said multi-level marketing system to direct associat e d with 
said at least one server to fulfill each of said first two or more suggested products or services of 
said first suggested order according to said distribution. 



Claim 3. 
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The method of Claim 1, wherein said plurality of products or services are associat e d with 
a provided by said multi-level marketing system. 

Claim 4 is canceled 



Claim 5. 

The method of Claim 1, wherein said plurality of products or services is associat e d with 
marketed via a respective plurality of electronic commerce system products or services web files. 

Claim 6. 

The method of Claim 5, wherein said plurality of electronic commerce system products 
or services web files are operatively coupled with a web site associat e d with accessible via said 
network, said network comprising an electronic commerce system. 

Claim 10. 

The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

(e) receiving, by said at least one server computer from said user brows e r syst e m , a 
second request for a second suggested order to be fulfilled, said second suggested order 
comprising identification of a second two or more suggested products or services of said 
plurality of products or services, said second suggested order also comprising a second suggested 
recurrence for said fulfillment of each of said second two or more suggested products or services 
and second suggested quantities for said fulfillment for each of said first two or more suggested 
products or services, wherein said first suggested recurrence associated with a first of said first 
two or more suggested products or services is configurable via said browser system and may be 
different than said first suggested recurrence associated with a second of said first two or more 
suggested products or services; and wherein (b) further comprises generating, by said at least one 
server computer, a second profile, said second profile comprising a computer readable 
representation of said second suggested order, wherein (d) further comprises causing, by said 
server computer, said fulfillment of said second suggested order to automatically recur one or 
more times according to said second suggested recurrence based on said computer readable 
representation, by signaling said multi-level market system associat e d with to direct said at least 
one server to fulfill each of said first two or more suggested products or services according to 
said associated of said second suggested recurrence. 

Claim 51. 

An order management system for facilitating electronic commerce over a network, said 
network comprising at least one server computer capable of communicating with a browser 
system located at a remote client computer over said network, said order management system 



-1 
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comprising: 

an order receiver operative to receive, from a user registered with a multi-level marketing 
system as a client, member or independent business owner f"IBO") said brows e r syst e m , a first 
request for a first suggested order to be fulfilled, said first suggested order comprising 
identification of a first two or more suggested products or services of a plurality of products or 
services, said first suggested order also comprising a first suggested recurrence including product 
specific recurrences for said fulfillment of each of said first two or more suggested products or 
services and said first suggested order further comprising first suggested quantities for said 
fulfillment for each of said first two or more suggested products or services, wherein said 
product specific recurrences for a first of said first two or more suggested products or services is 
configurable via said browser system and may be different than said product specific recurrences 
for a second of said first two or more suggested products or services; 

a profile generator coupled with said order receiver and operative to generate a first 
profile, said first profile comprising said first suggested order; 

an order balancing processor coupled with said profile generator and operative to modify 
said first suggested quantities, said product specific recurrences, or combinations thereof, the 
modifying attempting to equalize, with respect to said first suggested order, a distribution of a 
total cost per recurrence, a distribution of a total quantity per recurrence, a distribution of cost for 
a selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a distribution of quantity for the 
selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a distribution of incentive compensation 
per recurrence, or combinations thereof ; and 

an order generator responsive to said first profile and operative to cause said fulfillment 
of each of said first two or more suggested products or services to automatically recur one or 
more times according to said distribution, each of said first two or more suggested products or 
services of said first suggested order being fulfilled according to said distribution. 

Claim 53. 

The order management system of Claim 5 1 , wherein said plurality of products or services 
are provided by said associat e d with a multi-level marketing system. 

Claim 54 is canceled 



Claim 55. 

The order management system of Claim 51, wherein said plurality of products or services is 
associat e d with marketed via a respective plurality of electronic commerce system products or 
services web files. 



Claim 56. 
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The order management system of Claim 55, wherein said plurality of electronic 
commerce system products or services web files are operatively coupled with a web site 
associat e d with accessible via said network, said network comprising an electronic commerce 
system. 

Claim 60. 

The order management system of Claim 5 1 , wherein: 

said order receiver is further operative to receive, from said user brows e r syst e m , a 
second request for a second suggested order to be fulfilled, said second suggested order 
comprising identification of a second two or more suggested products or services of said 
plurality of products or services, said second suggested order also comprising a second suggested 
recurrence including second product specific recurrences for said fulfillment of each of said 
second two or more suggested products or services and second suggested quantities for said 
fulfillment for each of said second two or more suggested products or services, wherein said 
second product specific recurrences for a first of said second two or more suggested products or 
services is configurable via said browser system and may be different than said second product 
specific recurrences for a second of said second two or more suggested products or services; 

said profile generator is further operative to generate a second profile, said second profile 
comprising said second suggested order; 

said order balancing processor further operative to balance either said second suggested 
quantities or said second product specific recurrences, the balancing thereby substantially 
equalizing a distribution of subsequent recurrences of said second suggested order; and 

said order generator is further responsive to said second profile and operative to cause 
said fulfillment of each of said second two or more suggested products or services to 
automatically recur one or more times according to said distribution, each of said second two or 
more suggested products or services of said second suggested order being fulfilled according to 
said associated distribution. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-3,5-17, 21-41, 51-53,55-67 and 71-91 are allowed over the prior art record. 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The closest prior art of record Cockrill et al. (US Patent Application 2002/00591 14) teaches a 
transaction network that simplifies transactions. Akiyama (EP 1 041 767 A2) teaches a system 
for authenticating data send to a certified system. Microsoft Business Solutions teaches a system 
streamlining order processing. 

What they fail to teach or suggest: 
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As per claim 1, 

none of the art of record, taken individually or combination disclose at least the 
steps/components of : 

receiving from a user registered with a multi-level marketing system as a client, member 
or independent business owner ("IBO") 5 by said at least one server computer , a first request for 
a first suggested order to be fulfilled, said first suggested order comprising identification of a 
first two or more suggested products or services of a plurality of products or services, modifying, 
by the at least one server computer, said first suggested quantities, said product specific 
recurrences, or combinations thereof, the modifying attempting to equalize, with respect to said 
first suggested order, a distribution of a total cost per recurrence, a distribution of a total quantity 
per recurrence, a distribution of cost for a selected one of said products or services per 
recurrence, a distribution of quantity for the selected one of said products or services per 
recurrence, a distribution of incentive compensation per recurrence, or combinations thereof ; 
and causing, by said at least one server computer, said fulfillment of each of said first two or 
more suggested products or services to automatically recur one or more times according to said 
distribution, by signaling said multi-level marketing system to direct said at least one server to 
fulfill each of said first two or more suggested products or services of said first suggested order 
according to said distribution. 

As per claim 51, 

none of the art of record, taken individually or combination disclose at least the 
steps/components of : 

an order receiver operative to receive, from a user registered with a multi-level marketing 
system as a client, member or independent business owner ("IBO") , a profile generator coupled 
with said order receiver and operative to generate a first profile, said first profile comprising said 
first suggested order; an order balancing processor coupled with said profile generator and 
operative to modify said first suggested quantities, said product specific recurrences, or 
combinations thereof, the modifying attempting to equalize, with respect to said first suggested 
order, a distribution of a total cost per recurrence, a distribution of a total quantity per recurrence, 
a distribution of cost for a selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a distribution 
of quantity for the selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a distribution of 
incentive compensation per recurrence, or combinations thereof ; and an order generator 
responsive to said first profile and operative to cause said fulfillment of each of said first two or 
more suggested products or services to automatically recur one or more times according to said 
distribution, each of said first two or more suggested products or services of said first suggested 
order being fulfilled according to said distribution. 

Even if the features missing from the above cited prior art were found in a reasonable 
number of references a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would not 
have been motivated to combine these reference because the claimed feature of" modifying, by 
the at least one server computer, said first suggested quantities, said product specific recurrences, 
or combinations thereof, the modifying attempting to equalize, with respect to said first 
suggested order, a distribution of a total cost per recurrence, a distribution of a total quantity per 
recurrence, a distribution of cost for a selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a 
distribution of quantity for the selected one of said products or services per recurrence, a 
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distribution of incentive compensation per recurrence, or combinations thereof is not a feature 
normally associated with product distribution systems and therefore would have to be disclosed 
by art unrelated to product distribution systems. 

Claims 2-3,5-17, 21-41, 52-53,55-67 and 71-91 are dependant upon claims 1 and 
5 1 respectively and are therefore allowable for at least the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272-6713. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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